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of William's and his wife's indifference to her feelings.
She remembered what mischief had been wrought between
her mother and herself by the spiteful garrulity of her
old governess Lehzen, and advised her not to listen to
any stories of the kind.1

Back in Berlin again, the Emperor surrounded himself
with men who sedulously fed his appetite for omnipotence,
but there was one among them who had no proper
respect for it. For over twenty years now, Bismarck's
authority had been supreme. The Emperor William I
had put himself completely in his hands, and, as the
Empress Frederick observed, it was really true that the
power of the Constitution and the Crown had been sus-
pended. Bismarck had been a very useful friend to
William during these years; he had encouraged him in
those principles which were in flat opposition to all that
his father and mother had fruitlessly worked for, but the
young man had been little more than the tool that he
was sharpening for his own purposes, and he no doubt
looked forward to a continuance of his own autocracy.
But during this winter of 1889-90 there were constant
collisions between them. The Emperor, for instance,
wanted Germany to strengthen the hands of Austria in
dealing with those ever-recurring Balkan questions, while
Bismarck, still seeking friendship with Russia, encouraged
her protecting influence over the Slav populations which
by blood were her kindred. More acute was their
dissension over internal Socialist problems; Bismarck
stood for the most rigorous repression of riots and dis-
turbances ; the Emperor, more liberal than he, was for
removing the causes of Socialism by remedying the just
grievances of the employed against employers. Such

1 Ponsonby, Letters of Empress Frederick, p. 384 ;  Letters I, iii. p. 439.